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entire confidence which his uncle reposed in him, he may be said to have
governed the church during his pontificate; and, as he received from him
daily the most sensible tokens of the strongest and most sincere affection,
so, full of the most tender sentiments of gratitude, he constantly made him
the best return of duty, tenderness, and affection he was able. The sole
end which he proposed to himself in all his actions and undertakings was
the glory of God and the good of his church. For fear of ever deceiving
himself, he had about him several persons of approved wisdom and virtue,
without whose advice he took no resolution, and to whom he listened with
great humility and prudence. In the government of the ecclesiastical state
he was very careful that provisions should be everywhere plentiful and
cheap, and that all judges and magistrates should be persons of consummate
prudence and inflexible integrity. His patience in bearing contradictions
and hearing the complaints of persons of all ranks was a proof of his
sincere charity. It is incredible what a multiplicity of business he dis-
patched without ever being in a hurry, merely by the dint of unwearied
application, by his aversion to idle amusements, and being regular and
methodical in all that he did. He always found time, in the first place,
for his devotions and sacred studies, and for conversing with himself
by reflection and pious reading. He read also some of the ancient
Stoic philosophers, and reaped much benefit from the Enchyridion
of Epictetus, as he frequently expressed. He was a great patron of
learning, and promoted exceedingly all its useful branches among the
clergy.

St Charles judged it so far necessary to conform to the custom of the
court as to have a magnificent palace well furnished, to keep a sumptuous
equipage, and a table suitable to his rank, and to give entertainments.
Yet he was in his heart most perfectly disengaged from all these things,
most mortified in his senses, humble, meek, and patient in all his conduct.
Honoured and caressed by the whole Christian world, having in his power
the distribution of riches and honours, and enjoying himself whatever the
world could bestow, he considered in all this nothing but dangers; and
far from taking any delight herein, watched with trembling over his own
heart lest any subtle poison of the love of the world should insinuate itself,
and in all things sought only the establishment of the kingdom of God.
Many are converted to God by adversity; but St Charles, in the softest
gale of prosperity, by taking a near view of the emptiness, and arming
himself against the snares of the world, became every day more and more
disentangled from it, and more an inhabitant of heaven. He sighed after
the liberty of the saints, and trembled at the sight both of the dangers and
of the obligations of his situation; he also considered that obedience to the
chief pastor fixed him for a time at a distance from the church of Milan,
the charge of which he had taken upon himself. And though he had pro-